Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K, P = 0.0 kPa; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.161; data-to-parameter ratio = 35.6.
Related literature
For the biological activity of quinoxaline derivatives, see: Kleim et al. (1995) . For the antitumor and antituberculous properties of quinoxaline derivatives, see: Abasolo et al. (1987) ; Rodrigo et al. (2002) . For the antifungal, herbicidal, antidyslipidemic and anti-oxidative activity of quinoxaline derivatives, see: Jampilek et al. (2005) 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII CCD detector diffractometer 29319 measured reflections 6513 independent reflections 3251 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.046 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.054 wR(F 2 ) = 0.161 S = 1.00 6513 reflections 183 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.24 e Å À3 Á min = À0.21 e Å À3 Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: BT5230). On the other hand, quinoxaline core constitutes a structural fragment of many important pharmaceuticals and biologically active substances so that compounds containing a quinoxaline fragment attract strong interest of synthetic chemists and biochemists. Quinoxaline derivatives were found to exhibit antimicrobial (Kleim et al. 1995 ) , antitumor (Abasolo et al., 1987) , and antituberculous activity (Rodrigo et al., 2002) .
2-Methyl
Bond lengths and angles in title molecule ( Fig.1 ) are normal.
Experimental
To a solution of 3-methylequinoxaline-2(1H)-thione (1 g, 5.68053 mmol) in dimethylformamide (20 ml), was added CH 3 (CH 2 ) 6 C 2 I ,K 2 CO 3 (1 g, 7.46 mmol) and a catalytic quantity of tetrabutylammoniumbromide. The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 h. The solution was filtered to remove the salts. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure.
The residue was crystallized in ethanol to afford the title compound as colourless crystals.
Refinement
All H atoms were geometrically positioned and treated as riding with C methyl -H = 0.96 Å, C methylene -H = 0.97 Å and C aromatic -H = 0.93 Å with U(H) = 1.2U eq (C) or U(H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ) . Fig. 1 . : Molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
Figures

2-Methyl-3-(n-octylsulfanyl)quinoxaline
Special details
Experimental. The data collection nominally covered a sphere of reciprocal space, by a combination of seven sets of exposures; each set had a different φ angle for the crystal and each exposure covered 0.5° in ω and 25 seconds in time. The crystal-to-detector distance was 37.5 mm.
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
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